Ancient Egypt Research Topics

Your mission: You and your group will write a formal report about an Ancient Egypt topic, and then teach the class about your civilization with an oral presentation.  We will spend several class days in the Library / computer lab researching and writing the report.  It will also be necessary to make time to work on this project on your own!  
Egyptian Pharaoh, King or Queen
· Pick one pharaoh. Describe this leader. Did this pharaoh have a positive or negative impact on ancient Egypt?

· Explain what leadership qualities the pharaohs, kings, or queens had that would be desirable in a present-day leader and support your ideas with details. 

· Select one of the Pharaohs and compare this leader to a present-day leader. 

· Include how this ancient Egyptian leader would feel about the opening of a King’s tomb in the Valley of the Kings and why. 

Daily Life

· How does the lifestyle of an ancient Egyptian peasant compare to the lifestyle of a present-day Egyptian peasant? 

· Show how a peasant might feel about spending so much of his/her lifetime building a great pyramid for a king to be buried in when he/she will be buried in a much simpler grave. 

· Show how an ancient Egyptian home and the daily life of a child your age compare to your daily life and home.
· Compare and contrast your diet with the Egyptian diet. Use a graphic organizer such as a Venn diagram to show your comparison.
Rosetta Stone

· Explain how the writing on the Rosetta Stone compares to messages written in a present-day code. 

· Show other coded message systems and how and why they have been used throughout history. 

· Tell how the Rosetta Stone has impacted our knowledge of ancient Egyptian civilization.
Writing: Hieroglyphics, Scribes, and Papyrus

· How do Hieroglyphic symbols and writing compare to present-day symbols and writing used by you and Egyptians of today? 

· Tell about the advantages and disadvantages of each. 

· Explain why the position of a scribe was such a desired position and what position in our society is similar to an ancient Egyptian scribe. 

· Tell what writing elements and tools used today might have evolved from the ancient Egyptians.

· Write a news story of an important event of ancient Egypt in Hieroglyphics. 
Pyramids
· How are the pyramids similar and different from present-day buildings and building methods in Egypt? 

· Explain how the Egyptians could have reduced friction while transporting the huge limestone blocks to build the great pyramids. 

· Using the technology available during that time period, describe a creative method that would lift the huge limestone blocks that helped to build the great ancient pyramids.
· Explain how the methods used by the Egyptians to build the great pyramids compare to the methods used by ants when building their great structures.
Mummification, Death, Afterlife
· What objects would you and your family want to be buried with and why?
· Describe what the ancient Egyptians believed was necessary to make a successful journey to their afterlife. Compare and contrast these beliefs with that of your own. 
· Compare mummification to the methods used today for tending to our dead. Explain the advantage and disadvantage of each. 

· What elements of today’s burial processes might have evolved from the ancient Egyptians?
King Tut and His Tomb
· How would the present-day professional explain the numerous premature deaths associated with the excavation of King Tut’s tomb: physician, historian, philosopher, detective, archeologist, chemist, geologist, paleontologist, and you? 

· Describe what it would be like to be the mummy of an ancient Egyptian leader buried in a great pyramid, include all five senses, emotional feeling, and thought, along with the causes of these. 

· Start with the beginning of the mummification process, through three days after the closing of the tomb. 

· Explain how tombs of today might have evolved from the ancient Egyptians
Weapons and Tools
· Compare the weapons used by the ancient Egyptians with those used today.

· Compare tools used by the ancient Egyptians with those used today. 

· Include what they were made of, how they were constructed, and how they were used. 

· Describe the advantages and disadvantages of weapons and tools from each time period. 

· Explain which weapons and tools from ancient Egyptian times evolved into weapons and tools used today.
Religion: Gods and Goddesses

· Explain the religious beliefs and practices of the ancient Egyptians. 

· Discuss the important Egyptian gods and goddess.
· Compare and contrast 2 of these gods with other ancient civilizations (i.e. Aztecs, Greeks, and Romans). 

· Is there any influence of these gods on modern day religions?
Great Sphinx

· How was the great Sphinx built and why? 

· Compare the Great Sphinx to five monuments of today, include the methods and materials used, time needed for completion, their locations, and why they were built. 

· What building methods and materials might have evolved from the ancient Egyptians?
· Describe the building of the Great Sphinx using the perspective of a slave.]

Games and Sports

· How did the ancient Egyptians play games and sports in their free time, just like we do today?  How do we know about the pastimes, games and sports of ancient Egypt?

· The game of Senet, how did they play this game.

· The Dogs and Jackals Game, explain how this game is played.

· Hunting and Fishing.  Discuss how hunting and fishing were a major pastime in ancient Egypt, and give examples of animals they hunted.  Tell the reader and audience how they hunted these animals.

· What similarities are there between the sports and games of Egyptians and those that we play today

The Nile River

· Why was the Nile River important to life in ancient Egypt?

· Where is the Nile River?  Where does it start?  Into what body of water does it flow?  How long is it?  

· Explain why first settlements were here.

· What direction does the Nile flow?  How has this contributed to how people describe different parts of Egypt?  

· Discuss the two different types of land in Egypt (red land, black land)  Explain how the location of the Nile defines each of these areas.

· Why was the Nile important to farming in ancient Egypt?  What happened each spring that was important?  What was this called.

· How was the Nile important to transportation and trade?

· How else was the Nile useful to the ancient Egyptians?

PART I:  Written Report  (40 points)

This report must be typed.  NO PLAGIARISM!  This entire project is in the student’s own words.  Your bibliography must include one of each of the following source types:  Print, online database, online.  This paper must be a minimum of 2 pages, maximum of 4.

PART II:  Oral Presentation  (40 points)

You and your group will teach the class about your civilization.  You may do this any way you wish as long as you meet the following requirments:

· All group members participate in some way.

· You must use some kind of visual aid.

· At least 5 minutes long, but no more than 8 minutes (you should rehearse!)

ANCIENT EGYPT REPORT / PRESENTATION GRADE SHEET

____  (40) written report

____  (40) oral presentation

____  (10) bibliography

____  (10) library work habits

____  (deductions)  audience, teamwork

Complete the following outline for your topic.
Topic: _________________________________________________________________

1. Introduction: Include what your PowerPoint is about, why you chose the topic, and an interesting hook to get the reader interested.
2. General Background information about the topic. Use this information for your power point.

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

Slides 3-7 include the critical thinking and creativity portion of the presentation. Look at the description of the assignment and decide how to organize the information. Fill in the outline form. If you need more space, you may add to it.

3. ________________________________________________________________________

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

7. ________________________________________________________________________

a. __________________________________________________________________

b. __________________________________________________________________

c. __________________________________________________________________

d. __________________________________________________________________

e. __________________________________________________________________

8-9 Conclusion: Summarization what you discussed in your PowerPoint. Close with a great ending or leave us with a “hook”.
10 .Works Cited. Cite your sources using MLA formatting. See my website for formatting guide. 

